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Berlin Contingency Planning 



Attached for appropriate action 
in IIJR is a letter of '\ugust 6 to 
"t. "urpby from Acting k. sistant 
Secretary of Defense Knight, enclos- 
ing a memorandum ("Berlin Contingency 
Planning") of July 29 to Mr. Mirphy 
from Gen. Twining, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs. 
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ASSISTANT'dECf^ETiikV ©F- DEFENSE . 5? / 



WASHINGTON 23. O. C. 



Refer to 1-1^,952/9 

L SECURITY AFFAIR* 



" Mp«'^MA*phy, 




Dear 

In further response to your letter of 11 July 19 59 to 
General Twining, there is enclosed a memorandum from the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff concerning the list of additional preparatory measures sub- 
mitted by the Commander in Chief, U.S. Forces Europe, uhich could be 
taken to help persuade the USSR of Allied determination. 

In general, the Department of Defense agrees vith the comments of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concerning the tripartitely (LIVE CAK) as- 
sembled list of measures contained in the annex to the message from 
Commander in Chief, U.S. Forces Europe, EC 9-IO9U9, dated 23 July 1959. 
In connection with paragraph k of the enclosed memorandum, we believe 
that it may be desirable to carry out some of these measures prior to 
the breakdown of negotiations or unilateral action by the Soviets or 
OCR in order to strengthen our negotiating position. It is considered 
that the initiation of military measures without concurrent initiation 
of related non-military national supporting measures is an empty threat 
which vlll convince neither the Free World public nor the Soviets of our 
determination to maintain our rights in Berlin. 

In the light of changing events we are continuing to study the 
matter, and are keeping your staff informed. ^ 



Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosure «-.■- 

As stated above J£ 

Acting Assistant accr ;..., * 

The Honorable Robert Murphy tr"i 

Deputy Under Secretary of State Vj 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 



20 .JMI iqqq 
JCSM-296-59 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT MURPHY, DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE 



Subject: Berlin Contingency Planning (U) 



1. This is in further reply to your letter to General Twining, dated 
11 July 1959, regarding additional military preparatory measures. 

2. Reference is made to USCINCEUR message EC9-10949, which 
contains the thoughts of a Live Oak Committee composed of French, 
British, and U.S. General and Flag Officers that prepared a list of 
actions that could be taken by the tripartite powers to help persuade 
the USSR of Allied determination. 

3. In considering the tripartite views, your attention is invited to the 
list of forty -five actions contained in the Annex attached to USCINCEUR' s 
message. These include a number of measures that have previously been 
submitted by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. While these measures are considered 
to be valid to show our determination, the maximum effect could only be 
expected under conditions where both military and non-military measures 
■were closely coordinated and not executed in isolation. Further, the imple- 
mentation of only military measures in isolation may not be sustainable 

for an extended period of time, and could result in a weakening of our 
posture to retaliate against a surprise attack. 

4. As pointed out by the committee of French, British and U.S. officers, 
timing of execution is most important to gain the maximum effect. The 
implementation of any group of military or non-military measures may 

be based on a breakdown of diplomatic negotiations, or when control has 
been turned over by the Soviets to the GDR, or our access to Berlin has 
been blocked, or an event of equivalent significance has taken place. 
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These arc the contingencies which should lead to the implementation 
of allied military and non-military measures which would include the de- 
ployment of forces, use of Presidential emergency powers, an appro- 
priate degree of mobilization, and increased emphasis on measures 
that would make more evident our readiness for any additional courses 
of action that may be necessary. 



For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 




N. F. TWINING, 

Chairman, 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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